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| by E "ao y Lewe heroes ! Ye who tal, 
 Throu 77 long fu ve ages to build up ' 
3 < labouring A any 0 7 Rate: 7 nd at once | 


The wonder. done !_ ene Tromus on. 
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MT a Meeting of the Freehoidtrs and other Tubabitants of tha 
_ Town of BosTon, duly qualified and legally warned, in pub, 5 
bel Town- Meeting, aſſembled at Faxzvyi, Hart Fa : 
- day the 4th of Jab, A. 25 17933 5 


Vorkb, | # ö 8 


1 HAT. the 6 ke and hereby ar 
a Commitree to wait on , JOHN QUINCY i 


ADAMS, Eſq. and in the Name of the Town to thank 
| him for the Fred and elegant ORATION, this Day de- 
livered by him, at the requeſt of the Town, upon the Abut- 
VERSARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
or Auzzica—in Which, according tothe Inſtitution of _ 
Town, he conſidered the feelings, manners, and priacipl 
which led to that great National Event—and to tequeſt 80 


him a Copy ne the 1 the — 


An eſt, 
WILLIAM por; ren cui 


Vl ſincre Rejpeth, _ 

| | r very humble Servant, 

oitad. 21 Jo 2 ADAMS, 
n 

boero, Tov gt, 1993. 
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= has been 4 cuſtom, ſanctioned ey tte 

univerſal practice of civilized” Nations $, fo 
celebrate with atiniverfary ſolemnities, tl 
return of the days which have been diſtinguiſhed 


by events the maſt important to the happineſs of 


the people. In countries where the natural dig- 
nity of mankind, has been degraded by the weak- 


neſs of bigotry, or debaled by the miſeries of 


deſpotiſm, this cuſtomary celebration has degene- 
rated into a ſervile mockery af feſtivity upon the 
birth day of a ſceptered ty rant, or has dwindled to 
an unmeaning revel, in honour of ſome canonized 
fanatic, of whom nothing now remains but the 
name, in the calendar of antiquated- ſuperſtition, _ 
In thole more fortunate regions of the earth where 
Liberty has condeſcended to reſide, the cheerful 
gratitude of her favoured | people has devoted to 
innocent gaiety and uſeful relaxation from the toils 


5 of virtuous induſtry the periodical. revolution of 


thoſe days which have been rendered . by 


the N of freedom, 5 4 
AMERICANS 9 ; 


* 


GMERICANS / < e is the nature of the 
inſtitution which again calls your attention tq 
celebrate che eſtabliſhment of your national 1 nde- 
pendence. And ſurely ſince the creation of the 
heavenly orb Which ſeparated the day from the 
night, amid the unnumbered events which have 
diverſified the hiſtory of the human race, none has 

over. occurred. more highly deſerving of . celebra- 
tion by. every ſpecies of ceremonial, that can 
teſtify a ſenſe of gratitude to the DrIxx, and of 
| dappingls, be from his tranſcendent favours. 


inſtitution, which | 


forcibly recalls to the memory of freemen, the 
pe N upon which the originally founded 
| labouring plan of ſtate. It is a ſacrifice at 
the altur of Liberty herſelf —a rene wal of homage 
to the Sovereign, who alone is worthy of our ye- 
neration Aa profeſſion of political fidelity, expreſ- . 
five of our adherence to thoſe maxims of liberal 
ſubmiſſion and obedient freedom, which in theſe 
favoured climes, have harmonized the lang- con- 

tending claims of liberty and law. By a frequent 
recurrence to thoſe ſentiments and actions: upon 
which the glory and felicity f the Nation reſt 
| ſupported, we are enabled to renew the moments 


of. bliſs which we are not permitted to "retain 7 
e eee aneney to the e alta = wh * 


t 71 


the Conchtacden of Nature has unde keetinch 
and a perennial e eee 1 : 
lot of nemme has made a e 


X | 
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Tu «1 feelings, N and principles which 
led to the Independence of our Country ; ſuch, : 
SE and fellow=citizens-is the theme of our 
-ommemoration. ,- The. field is extenſive : 
2 but the copus treaſures of its fra 
grance have already been gathered by the + hands; 
of genius ; and there how: remains for the glean- 
ing of mental indigence; nought but the thinly! 
ſcattered ſweets MM te Cl N 
of OY NNE, cite | 553 bo od & 


Tat N Were: the fare Leliagg engen and pri- 5 
ciples, v which conducted our venerable forefathers, - 
from the unhallowed. ſhores of oppreſſion. ; which | 
infpired them with the ſ ublime purpoſeof convert 
ing the foreſts of a wilderneſs into the favourite 
manſion « of Liberty 4 of unfolding. the, gates e of a 
new world, as a refuge for the Victims of perſecu- 
tion in the old. The feelings of injured freedom, 
the manners of ſocial n and the principles of 


eternal e. 3 350161 Ld * F342 7: Wh 0136 H 1 
13 01 | > 1471 e 
Hab the Sovereign of England purſued the 


policy” pteſcribed by their intereſt, had they not 
5 che h of their Coloniſts againſt 
"the 


* 


111 


perhaps have retained to this day an Empire 


which would have been but the more durable, 


for reſting only upon the foundation of i immemo⸗ 


cal liſtom, and nacional ges 
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IG f PETISE SY however ” wick . . : 
glory of a ſucceſsful War, which had enriched the 
pride of Britain, with the ſpoils of her own 3 


3 d OOO. the arrogante in 


„ cutching at 


every eee eee the ponders 
ous burden of the national dignity;' and ſtimu- 


lated by the perfidious inſtigations of their de- 


pendefts in America, abandoned the profitable 
commercial policy of their ee, and 
ſuperadded to the lucrative ſyſtem of monopoly, 


which we had always tolerated as the price of 


their protection, a ſyſtem of internal taxation 
from Which they hoped to derive a fund for fu- 
ture 5 and. a : ſupply 705 future extrava 
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1 
The 3 the — the ſentiments of the 
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Britain were divided between ignorance 


44 48.248 ni 
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TIE: reſources of hy 
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21 


- 9 4 5 
The wUngedrifig ties of conſanguinity, Which bad | 
connected their anceſtofs; with thoſè of che Ame 
ricans; had been gradually loofened to tlie verge of 
diſſolution, by che ſlow but ccaſeleſs hand of time. 
Inſtead of returning the ſentiments of fraternal 
affection, which animated the Americans, theß 
indulged their n eee. opinions 
of inſulting ſuperiority: e 
as fellow-ſubjects equally aide with themſelves 


7 | to every privilege of Engliſhmen.; but as wretched, 
outcaſts, upon whom they might ſafely load the 


burden, While they relerved to themſelves he. 
advantages of the national grandeur. It has been 
obſerved, that the nations the moſt highly favour- | 
ed withfreedorn, * have not always been the moſt TY 
friendly to the liberty of others. The people of 5 
Britain, expected to feel none of the oppreſſion 
3 which a parliamentary tytanny might impoſe upon l 

| the Americans; on the contrary, they expected 

an alleviation of their burden, from the accumula- 

tion of ours, and vainly hoped that by the ſtripes J 
inflicted upon us, their wounds would be healed. . 


1 King—Need it be faid, that by 5 ph 
the offspring of his own affections, a plan ſo favour- 
able to the natural propenſity of royalty to warde 
arbitrary power. Depending upon the proſtitut- 
ed valour of his merceruy legions, he was deaf to 
| B the 


21% 


2 0 * | 
the. complaints; of was is incxorable to the 815 
furances. of violated freedom. Born and educated 
to the uſual prejudices of hereditary dotninion, and 
habitually: accuſtomed to the ſyren- ſong of adula- 
tion; he was ready to believe what the courtly tribe 
A be e de Joi. Nt; aſſure him ; that. 


Bor they ea not the 6: ge Ta whom they : 
8 ad to contend.” A people, fa; agacious and enlight- 
; enced ro diſcern, cool and deliberate to diſcuſs, firm 
and reſolute to maintain their rights. From the 
firſt appearance of the ſyſtems of parliamentary op- 
preſſion under the form of a ſtampact, it was met, 
by the determined oppoſition of the whole Ame 
rican Continent. The annals of other nations 
have Produced inftances « of. ſucceſsful ſtruggles. to 
: break a - yoke previoulty impoſed ; but the records 
of Hiſtory, did not perhaps furniſh: an example of 
a ple whoſe penetration had anticipated the 
operat ons of tyranny, and whoſe ſpirit had diſdain- 
eld to ſuffer an experiment upon their liberties, 
The miniſterial partizans nad flattered themſelves 
with the expectation that the Act would execute b 
itlelf; that before the hands of F reedom could be 


raised to repel the uſurpation, they would be d. 4 
WV; 533) SN It g „„ 
; ed 
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xd With fetrers ; that the American Sum fon woull 
be ſhorn of his locks while aſleep ; and when thus 
berea ved of his ſtrength, might” be made their 
ſport” With impunity⸗ Vain illufion !—Inſtanta⸗ 
neous and forceful, as an electric park, the fervid 
ſpitie of reſiſtance pervaded every part of the coun- 
try; and at the moment, hen the operation of 
the ſyſtem was intended to commetice; it was in 
dignantly rejected, by three millions of men; 
high-minded men, determined to factifice their 
exiſtence, rather than reſign the 'Libetiy, from 

ane all ite Ferne were derived, (BH. G67 -n 6 
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Ir is unneceſſary to - ene the Fo of abſti- 
nacy and cruelty on the one part; of perſeverance 
and fortitude on the other, until the period when 
every chord which had hound the two countries 

together, was deſtroyed by the violence of recipro+ 
cal hoſtilities, and the repreſentatives. of, America, 
adopted the meaſure, which was already dictated 
by the wiſhes of their conſtituents; they declared 


op United Colonics og e and ere 


. 
* 9 . 


E ig ICANS 1 Ae for a moment to con. | 
ader the ſituation of our country, at that eventful 


day when our national exiſtence comtnegced. In 
"I. * | the f 


* 
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the full poſſeſſion and enjoyment of all chaſe: 5. 
rogatives for which, you: then, dared to adventure. 
upon all the varieties of untried being,” the calm 
and ſettled moderation of the mind, is ſcarcely 
competent to conceive the tone of heroiſm, to 
which the ſouls of freemen were exalted in that 
Hour of perilous magnanimity. Seventeen times 
has the ſun, in the progreſs of his annual revolu- 
tions, diffuſed his prolific radiance over the Plains q of 
Independent America. Millions of hearts v hich 
then palpitated with the rapturous glow of patrio, 
tiſm, have already been. tranſlated to brighter 

worlds; to the Abodes of more than mortal free. - 

dom. Other millions have ariſen to receive from ; 
their parents and benefactors, the ineſtimable re- 
- compenſe of their atchievements. A large pro- 
portion of the audience, whoſe benevolence I at 
this moment liſtening to the ſpeaker of the days 
like him were at that period too little advanced 
beyond the threſhold of life to partake of the di- 
vine enthuſiaſm which inſpired the American bo- 
ſom ; which prompted her voice to proclaim defi. 
| ance to the thunders of Britain; which conſecrat- 
cd the banners of her armies ; and finally erected 


" + holy temple of American Liberty, over the 
tomb of departeq tyranny. It is from thoſe; wha 


| have already paſſed the meridian of lifes it is tem 
ph. „„ 0. 


5 1 3 ? 
you, YE venerable afſertors of the ri ights of man 
kind, that we are to be informed, what were the | 

feelings which ſwayed within your breaſts and i im. 
pelled you to action, When, like the ſtripling of 
Iſrael, with ſcarce a weapon to attack, and without 

A ſhield for your defence,you met and undiſmayed, 
engaged with the gigantic greatnels « of the Britiſh 

ower. Untutored i in the diſgraceful. ſcience. of 
uman butchery ; deſtitute of the fatal materials 
whicht the ingenuity of man has. combined, to ſharp 
en the ſcythe of death ; unſupported by the arm 
of any friendly > ; and. unfortified againſt 
| rhe powerful aſſaults of an unrelenting enemy, you | 


8 did not heſitate at that moment, when your coaſts 


N ; — ö 
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were infeſted by a formidable fleet, when your terrj- 
tories were invaded by a numerous and veteran 
army, to pronounce the ſentence of eternal ſepara> 
ration from Britain, and to throw the gauntlet at a 
) power the terror of whoſe recent triumphs was al. | 
moſt, co- extenſive with the carth—The intereſted 
and-ſelfiſh propenſities which in times of proſper- 
dus tranquility have ſuch powerful dominion over 
the heart, were all expelled, and in their ſtead, the 
public. virtues, . the ſpirit of perſonal devotion to 
the common cauſe, a contempt: of every danger in 
compariſon with the ſubſerviency of the country, 
| bad aſſumed an unlimited controul. The paſſion for 

| : 8 


2 * — * 14 
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TS 
the] Public, had abſorbed all the ret”; ; as the gloif 53 
"ous luminary of heaven extinguiſhes i in a flood of 
"refulgence the twinkling ſj ſplendor of every, inferior 7 
Planer. Thoſe of you my countrymen, Who were 
factors i in thoſe intereſting ſcenes, | will beſt know, 
"how feeble, and impotent is the language of this 
| deſert ption to expreſs the Ia pafftönelt emotions of 
| the ſoul, with which you were then agitated: yet 
it were injuſtice to conclude from thence, or from 
"the greater prevalence of Private and perſonal mo- 
tives in theſe days of calm ſerenity, that your ſons . 
1 degenerated from the virtues of their fathets. 
Let it rather be: a ſubject of pleaſing reflection 0 
Fou, that the generous and difintereſted enc rgies, 
Which you were firnmoned 1 to dilplay, are permit- 
ted by the bountiful indulgence of Heaven to re. 
main latent in che boſoms of your children. F. rom 
the prefent proſperous appearance of our public 
affairs, ye tay admit a rational hope that dur 
country will have no occaſion to require of us 
thoſe extraordinary and heroic exertions which it 
was your fortune to exhibit. But from the com- 
mon verſatility of all human deſtiny, ſhould the 
proſpect hereafter darken, and the clouds of pub. 
lic misfortune thicken to a tempeſt ; "ſhould the 
voice of our country's calamity” ever call us to her 


relief, we fear” 175 the precious memory of the 
| ſages 


#- © ., 


1 
g ih tiled, aged, Slice heroes; who- "et 
her defence, that we will prove ourſelves not. un- 
Senn ol the prize, which they ſo dearly purchaſ- | 
ed; that we will act as the faithful, diſciples 55 


thoſe who ſo e us the inſtruc- 
tive lefſon of republican in obne vill 


k ” Sev years of ineffefual dogg an hn 

millions of treaſure fruitleſsly expended, and un- 5 
counted thouſands ot human lives ſacrificed to no 
pur poſe, at length taught the dreadful leſſon of 
_ wiſdom to the Britiſh Govertinient, and compel⸗ 
led them to relinquiſh a claim ' which they had” 
long ſince been unable to maintain, The pride 
of Britain, uhich fhould have been humbled, was 
only tortified. With ſullen impotence; ſhe yield<” 
ed to 'the preſfure of accumulated calamity, and 
hoſed: with reluctance an inglorious war, in which” 
ſhe had often bs thi object, a Rely the actor 
Slay trivmph, IE: 45 hg 
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1. various occur: rence e biſtory;” 
- Hince that period, ate within the recolleQion'of all 
my hearers, The relaxation and debility of the 
political body, which. ſucceeded the Violent exer- 
tions it had made during the war: the total) ineſſi- 
cacꝝ of the recommendatory federal ſyſtem, which 


00 s formed, in the boſom of contention; the 


fie} 
feed and deliberate adoption of a more ele 


taal national conſtitution by the people of the 
union, and the prof] perous adininiſtration of that 


| | government, which has repaired the ſhattered fabric 


of public cbnfidence, which has ſtrengthened the 
ſalutary bands of national union, and reſtored the 


bloom and vigour of impartial juſtice, to the public 


countenance, afford a ſubject of pleaſing contem- 8 
plation to the patriotic mind. The repeated una- 
nimity of the nation has placed at the head of the, 


American councils, the heroic leader, hoſe, pru- 


dence and valour conducted to victory the armies of,; 
freedom ; and the two firſt offices of this Common ; 
wealth, ſill exkibit the virtues and employ the tas, 
lents of the venerable patriots, whoſe firm and dit | 
intereſted devotion to the cauſe of Liberty, was re- 


- warded by the. honourable diſtinction of a Britiſh. 
= proſeription. Americans ! the voice of grateful. 5 


freedom is a ſtranger to the language of adulation- 
While we wiſh theſe illuſtrious ſages to be aſſured 
that the memory of their ſervices is impreſſed upon 
all our hearts, in characters, indelible to the lateſt ' 


period of time, we truſt that the moſt acceptable ” 
tribute of reſpe& vhich can be offered to their vir- 
tue, is found in the confidence of their country . 

men. From the fervent admiration of future ages, 3 


when the hiſtorians 'of * Ainetied, ſhall trace from 
* 9 . 


= 


an 7 — 


3 17 | 
Waits enemples the ſplendid, patrern of, public Yo 
| werten wil receivea recomgenſe of much 
"4 £llimarion than can he canſerred by 
: rhe. oſt Hatten leſtimonials of contempora cous 
Wpflauſe. ima nomie Ho 23> plot . 


5 T atelbge ane rpotatibe of the great 
Sent Which wee conmembrate, derives" vaft 40 
<effioti' from its iniſtuence upon the affairs of the 
: Wörld, Andd ĩts operation upon the hiſtory of man- 
SHE! It has Already been obſerved that the origin 
Selle Ameritah Rævbfution bears : = character dif- 
ferent from that of ah othkr civil conteſt,” that 
Wall eber arifcr hong inen. It Was not the con- 
Tanga of Mavery to throw off tlie burden 
er icumilar oppreſſion; but the deliberate, tho 
Etlergetic effött of febtien, tö fepel the inſidious 
2 bf tyfatiny: It was conteſt involving 
inne el y p rinciples of government, a queſtion 
& 10 1 ede the lovereign and the ſubject | 
_— 5 in its it! progres had a teridency” to introduce 

| amölig the c nizeck nations of Europe, the diſcuſ- 

fin öf atopic tay firſt in magftitude, which hn 
| alt the” Attention of "rhankind,” but which Ter 
many ? Centuries!” the Bloomy ſhades of deſpotiſm 
a Sittſprexd With' in impenetrable darkneſs" The 
French ate on cheerfully fapported' an alliance 
Fl che Une e and u Wal With Bits, 


© 25 during 


ane? ju, og — 


— nn nn 


Gina ; the courfe of vn 

| Saito conſiderable fleets were fen 

5 Sovernment, to det in onjunctic , | 
| ies: The union which had at firſt been forme 
dy the Goaleſcence of a common enmity, was ſoort ; 
 Qrengrthened by the bonds of a friendly Intercourſe; 1 
Ad the ſubjects. of an arbitrary Prince, in fighting 
the barrles of freedom, ſoon. Jearnt fo cheriſh the 


| Khan ie compalive acqyickence e ; 


dme had never forfeited che right. 

| _T yarute, by 2 gradugl. and imp 

1 theiggouernment ; and when the neceſſiries of the 
FE forereign reduced him ro the: inevitable ex SE 


* „3 — — * a | 
e * ps n * a 4 
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; Ye | : 


eaſe of Libexty irfelf. by a naruta) and ey ap- 


n 


"plication, to chemſelyes f the. , Principles upon 


which the Americans affected, the Juſtice of. their 
warfare, they were. led to inquire into, the nature of 


the obligation, which preſcribed eit ſubmiſſion to 


their cum ſovgreign? and when they diſcovered 


— that the conſe of the prople 3s dhe only leit 
by tnate. ſource. of authority, they necearily drew, the | 


gone luden that their ou f obefience- was no more 


ed only for x favourable opportunity s 
cat the poſſeflion of rhaſe enjoyments, to bag EE 
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inedall the + age? # 


hen olence.of,, the people, 5 
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of preſeriptive tyranny „ ag ſlain the bee 
* pageant of _— pi in e 


70 . 
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„ is ſubſeqin ent Ba. thts „mch, —_— 
Me the dogs of war, ro prey upon the vita of. 
| humanity ; which' have poured the torrent of de 
ttuction bike the faireſt” harveſts of Europea 
fertility; which have unbbund the pinions of deſ6s 
tion, andfent Her forth to ſeatter peſtilence” and 
dearf among the natiöns; the” Teaffold, ſmoking 
with the blood of 4 füllen Monarch: the curpſe co 
vered fl, wi agonizini pature ſtrogghes Wien 
| the pangt of diffbtotian'; permit me my happy 
_ c6ulirrytmen; to throw's palloverabjedts' like theſe; 
wich" could on wy ſpread a gloom: upon the face of 
our feftiviry,” Let us Father indulge tlie plating, . 
ad rational anticiparion” of the pet od, 9 
tile nations of Europe fhall partake of the U > | 


Ive thay be deſtined by che u of” "Raven | n ta 
await” the een of che preſent 


| ſheds of Lache — A 
Seere che. e men barten tlie & of) the 


of equal liberty add ahjiverſat Ne 99955 i 
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mama erbe, in theit Payer, is go g 


| bonds of: civil fubjeXion wuſt, be; looſened; by An 
Skeretion of civil authority, or they will. be ſhjver- 


ES Wie 
Immutably.found<d. upon thepppciples of. #155 


abe gold nan 
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